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What were the results?

• Over 50% of Sheffield residents 

recognised the scheme

• Overall recycling rate of 6-15%

• Some evidence of confusion and 

contamination, esp. at bring sites

• Belief that kerbside schemes 

were required to increase UK 

recycling above c. 10%
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What does this mean for 2026?

1. Local authorities are key, but 

have never worked alone

2. Success depends on 

stakeholders working in the 

same direction

3. We have come a long way … 

but still face some of the same 

challenges  



Henry Irving

leedsbeckett.ac.uk/waronwaste

Thank You!

henry.irving@leedsbeckett.ac.uk
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