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Who is Material
Focus?



We are an independent,
not-for-profit organisation saving
valuable, critical and finite
materials from going to waste by
making it easier for everyone
across the UK to fix, donate and
recycle their electricals.

We do this through..

www.materialfocus.org.uk

Insights
We identify, produce and share insights to

improve the UK e-waste system and inform
policy decisions.

Investments

We identify and fund projects that make it
easier to reuse and recycle; or that encourage
circular design.

Inspiration

We inspire, educate and encourage the UK
public to fix, donate, sell and recycle their
unwanted electricals through our Recycle
Your Electricals campaign.




Insights



Insights

Half a billion [meammmietes
FastTech items

Consumer behaviour attitudes

Industry briefing papers

Improving Critical Raw Materials recovery rates

are binned
en they COU'd’Ve
been recyC'ed repair vs recycling impacts

New challenges - vapes, FastTech and battery fires

wh

Cross-sector working - digital inclusion, batteries,

| recycle
U your
electricals Source: Material Focus

www.materialfocus.org.uk



https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/?press-releases=mini-fans-fanning-the-flames-of-the-fast-tech-crisis

Air pollution
impact of
battery
waste fires

Scaling UK
kerbside

collections
for e-waste

www.materialfocus.org.uk

Copper crunch:
challenges

of copper
consumption

Exploring the
potential of an
Infrastructure
Investment
Fund

UK electrical
waste:
challenges &
opportunities
2023

Mapping UK e-
waste flows:
key insights

Vapes: for
producers,
retailers and
local authorities

Recovering
critical raw
materials
from waste
electricals
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Assessing
completed e-
waste projects

Vapes: for
festival and
events teams

New metrics to
drive circularity
in UK waste
electricals

UK e-waste
data trends
2018-2024

Retailer
take-back:
for retailers

and distributors

Business
e-waste:
Challenges and
opportunities

UK e-waste
briefing 2024

Consumer

research:
electrical
recycling
services
preferences

Assessing
feasibility of
a UK e-waste
matching
system

Waste
electricals:
producer
responsibilities
and regulations

Consumer
research:
encouraging
battery
recycling
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in England

(?ﬂ Gl n}@ ONA(
80 0p O
n0 o ‘GQ §
ROl

Waste portable
batteries:

responsibilities
and regulations

Consumer
research: e-
waste attitudes
and behaviours


https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/material-focus-publications-and-research/?_gl=1*heb465*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTI3OTAzNTQ0OS4xNjg2NjU3NjY2*_ga_687BQNE99N*MTY4NjY1NzY2NS4xLjEuMTY4NjY1NzY2OS4wLjAuMA..

Investments



Investments

e Electricals Recycling Fund -
funding growth and innovation,
reuse or recycling projects

e Circular Electricals Fund -
encouraging circularity through
improvements in materials,
products and business models

e Community Recycling Fund -
seed funding of test and learn
community projects

recycle
your
electricals

www.materialfocus.org.uk




Inspiration



Inspiration

We inspire, educate and encourage the
UK public to fix, donate, sell and recycle
their unwanted electricals through our
Recycle Your Electricals campaign.

recycle
U your www.materialfocus.org.uk

electricals



HUMANS of
SHEFFIELD

recycle
your
electricals



Social media
assets: March '24
Spring Cleaning

Never bin
recycle
them, atteries :

your b

Social media
assets: Battery
Fire videos -
English & Welsh
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NEVER BIN
BATTERIES

Damaged batteries can cause fires.
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Recycle Your
Electricals: Battery
posters and
stickers

Communications
toolkit: Cash in
your electricals

Recycle Your
Electricals: vape
posters
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HypnoCat Welsh
Recycle

Communications
Toolkit (editable)

Social media
assets: Never bin
batteries

Recycle Your
Electricals: vape
posters - Welsh

International
E-Waste Dayis
coming;
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Communications
toolkit:
International E-
Waste Day 2023

Retailers: take-
back - obligations
briefing
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Recycle Your
Electricals: Battery
posters and
stickers - Welsh

5million+

use vapes are€

single- week

pinned every

Social media
assets: vapes
toolkit
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Social media
assets: Battery fire
toolkit

Recycle Your
Electricals:
organise a
collection toolkit
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HypnoCat Welsh
Recycle
Communications
Toolkit (ready-to-
use)

Recycle Your
Electricals:
Hypnocat poster
A4

Unwanted cables
stashed away in

)
UK homes could Z
circle the Earth

MORE THAN
5 TIMES
e

recycle
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Schools:
International E-
Waste Day pack
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taflu nhw yny bin,
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. offer trydanol

HypnoCat Welsh
Donate
Communications
Toolkit (ready-to-
use)

www.materialfocus.org.uk



recycle
tl) your What to do with your old electricals v The Facts v Latest v Aboutus v Contactus Vv Recycling Locator
electricals

Find your nearest donation or recycling point Enter a UK address or postcode




From Orkney to the Isles
of Scilly. Recycle Your
Electricals is making it
easier to reuse and

recycle across the UK
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/ 1.9 million tonnes bought
MATERIAL

Electricals bought in the UK

\I:OCUS E[]

1.0 million tonnes saved

Unwanted electricals sent for reuse & recycling

What's . z
the Issue? 0.46 million tonnes lost

Discarded electricals are one of the Electricals thrown away, hoarded or stolen

fastest growing sources of waste in |

the UK and the world. ED] L
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A mix of barriers hinder reuse and recycling
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‘Stop Battery
Fires’ campaign



Key stats and findings

e Battery firesin bin lorries and waste sites in
the UK have reached an all time high

e Over 1,200 fires caused by batteries - an
increase of 71% from 700 in 2022

e 1.6bn batteries were thrown away in the
last year, over 3,000 a minute

e Over 1.1bn electricals containing hidden
lithium-ion batteries

o 49,.9m loose batteries binned in the last

l recycle ear
our
U glectricals y

Source: Material Focus 2024 research

www.materialfocus.org.uk


https://materialfocus.org.uk/?press-releases=over-1200-battery-fires-in-bin-lorries-and-waste-sites-across-the-uk-in-last-year

‘Stop Battery Fires’ campaign
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Coverage examples

Good Morning Britain

The,.
Sport Culture Lifestyle e Gual‘dlan

g
@ This article is more than 1 month old
UK households bin 168m Christmas
lights and ‘fast tech'’ items a year

Consumers spent £1.7bn on festive lighting last year and
much of it is treated as disposable

amid fire safety fears

BATTERY FIRES [Iauila it
MATERIAL FOCUS
ITH HOSPITALISATIONS UP 63 PERCENT IN THE PAST WEEK W THERE ARE WARNINGS AGAINST THROWING L _v

Christmas lights are often powered by lithium-ion batteries which, when placed in everyday rubbish bins, can get

crushed in bin lorries orat waste sites, sparking dangerous fires

Tue: 025 00:01 GMT

@ INDEPENDENT

L S R

Charlie Porter

Material Focun

DO nAKFAST

SOUTH EAST

www.materialfocus.org.uk



Ready-to-use
materials &
bespoke assets



www.materialfocus.org.uk

OOH and other content
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HUMANS OF
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Never bin
batteries or
. electricals

)
: ‘ Ay
Binned batteries and Wi
electricals get crushed in  ~ &

bin and recycling lorries
and can spark fires. -
Aaaalways recycle

them separately from

your regular rubbish

and recycling.

Search ‘recycle your
electricals’ to find
where you can drop
them off safely.
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Never bin
batteries or
electricals
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Always recycle them separately.
Search ‘recycle your electricals’ to find
where you can drop them off safely.
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electricals

HUMANS OF

WALTHAM FOREST

Never bin
batteries or
electricals
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Always recycle them separately.
Search ‘recycle your electricals’ to find
where you can drop them off safely.

\\\ V | recycle
\" U gloel::rtricals




Lorry sides, posters, etc.

CAMBRIDGE
QNETWORK THE NETWORK COMPANIES NEWS EVENTS LEARNING JOBS

HUMANS )sﬁjﬁ/

GAZE INTO MY EYES

Never bin - National campaign - Never bin your batteries
b atter i e s o r Residents urged to never bin batteries or electrical goods after seven fires in refuse lorries in 2024.

¢ electricals |

Binned batteries and
electricals get crushed in
bin and recycling lorries
and can spark fires.

Aaaalways recycle
them separately from
your regular rubbish
and recycling.

M\ oy cmms. &G M
Never bin loose or
hidden batteries .{;

Scan or search

‘recycle your electricals’
to find where you can
drop them off safely.

Meow.

ycle

l rec
U your |
electricals

www.materialfocus.org.uk



Social media assets
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PR templates

1. Template release
supporting the
campaign and
highlighting
battery fires in
your local area

www.materialfocus.org.uk

2. Latest research
relating to binned
batteries and
electricals, to bring
your story to life

3. Clear instructions
for how to
personalise to your
local area




HWRC posters
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HWRC posters

Can you remove the battery*
from your vape?

8 (®)  +some rechargeable vapes only. Do not try to remove
the battery from single-use vapes,

YES: NO:
Recycle battery in Put the whole vape
batteries bin, vape in in the electricals bin
electricals bin

www.materialfocus.org.uk




Don’t forget about our Data Deletion Guide

S—
Destroy your

HowdoI
permanently
delete my data
on iPhones and
iPads?

data, don’¢ jus®
elete it! ™

Your handy guide to permanently deleting > iCloud

personal data from computers and smart devices. 4 gg::dygi::p
(The steps may vary

= model)

the App Store

Turn off Find My iPhone:
> Go to Settings

> Apple ID banner

1. Back up your device through iCloud
Plug in your device and connect it to WiFi

ightly depending on

2. Sign out of iCloud, iTunes, and

» Find My iPhone
> Turn it off

3. Destroy your data by returning your
device to factory settings

> Go to S
> General
- Reset

- Erase All Content and Settings

4. Complete the process by entering your
passcode and remove the SIM card, leaving
a blank set-up screen for the next user

Apple has more detailed information and
support here

—

> iCloud

Howdo I

per tly
delete my data
on Windows
computers and
laptops?

)

With guidance from
We Fight Fraud and the Government’s
National Cyber Security Centre.

compu!

use external software.

recycle
EE,
electricals

www.materialfocus.org.uk

If you're using a Windows computer
older than Windows 81, factory reset isn't
a guarantee that all the data on your

ill be wiped. For Windows
computers older than 81, you'll need to

The one we recommend is called Eraser,
and it's free and simple to use.

For all Windows deletions, back up
mportant files such as documents and
photos you want to keep, and transfer them
to your new computer through an external
hard dirive or the Cloud (eg Dropbox).

‘/7593\(1\ recycle

How do I permanently
delete my data on
games consoles,
cameras, printers,
and external hard
drives?

oeJe=:

1. Back up important files such as documents and photos
you want to keep, and transfer them to your computer, to
another hard drive or to the Cloud (¢ Dropbox)

2. Destroy your data by returning your device to factory
settings.

Unfortunately, the factory reset functions on many smart
devices vary wildly in how well they destroy your data. It's a
good idea to perform a factory reset anyway, and you can
find specific advice on how to do so online. Our advice is
to only recycle such devices through trusted third party
exchanges, as they have specialised tools and software to
help ensure your data is securely destroyed. Never trust a
factory reset alone to securely delete your information.

: 5 |
your electricals t | 3. Remove any SD or memory cards from the device

& hearest \ X

find your n€ AY | Generally, it's a good idea not to sell used storage media

t
recycling point J  such as a memory card with the device itself, so remove it
— 4. Format external media such as hard drives or
V memory cards.

If you're donating, selling or recycling storage media, you
can connect it to your laptop and use a program such

as Eraser for Windows or Disk Utility for Mac. If you're
using Disk Utility, set the security level to most secure
when erasing the media, in order to securely destroy the
nformation on there first. ‘Formatting’ SD cards or other
storage media is not a cient option to destroy your
data. Every smart device has its own quirks on how it uses
external storage, and no two are alike. As such, there's no
perfect catch-all

recycle
HEE;
electricals




2025 Battery Fire
Survey



We need your help!

Local authority battery fire data for 2025
Fires caused by lithium-ion batteries within
electricals

In general rubbish or recycling collection
vehicles, waste transfer stations or recycling
centres

ltems like vapes, electric toothbrushes, any

portable tech - anything with a hidden
battery

www.materialfocus.org.uk



Battery fires survey

Your input to our 2025 Battery Fire Survey will:

e Contribute to national data and insights

e Support media coverage of the issue

e Help highlight the risks of binning batteries and electricals

e We will combine your figures with others into a national total

e We may need to share data confidentially with media partners for verification,

but we will not report fires at an individual local authority level without your
permission

www.materialfocus.org.uk



The vapocalypse






Vapes facts and figures

We are buying 9.4 million vapes and pods
per week.

We are binning or incorrectly recycling
6.3 million* vapes and pods per week.

*Despite best intentions, many people
inadvertently recycle vapes incorrectly eg.
in kerbside or household recycling bins.

Source: Material Focus March 2026 research

www.materialfocus.org.uk


https://materialfocus.org.uk/?press-releases=6m-vapes-and-pods-are-thrown-away-every-week-despite-the-vape-ban

Vapes facts and figures

e That's 10 every second.

e Hidden batteries inside vapes can cause
fires if damaged or crushed.

e Littered vapes harm wildlife, land, and
waterways.

e Rise of the pods and big puff vapes.

Source: Material Focus March 2026 research

www.materialfocus.org.uk



https://materialfocus.org.uk/?press-releases=6m-vapes-and-pods-are-thrown-away-every-week-despite-the-vape-ban

All vapes are recyclable

e The number of vapes thrown away

per year could instead be powering

nearly 5,000 electric vehicles

Up to

0%

of material within vapes can be
recycled.

Source: Material Focus March 2026 research

www.materialfocus.org.uk



https://materialfocus.org.uk/?press-releases=6m-vapes-and-pods-are-thrown-away-every-week-despite-the-vape-ban

Government updates

e Since1June 2025, it has been illegal for businesses
to sell or supply single-use vapes.

® In August 2025, the Government announced the
introduction of a new category of electrical
equipment for vapes.

e This means that there will be separate collection
targets for vapes from 2026 to ensure that vapes
producers pay their fair share for the costs of

recycling these products.

Source: Government press releases October 2024 and August 2025

www.materialfocus.org.uk



https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-crackdown-on-single-use-vapes
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-businesses-to-benefit-as-online-platforms-pay-their-fair-share-to-recycle-electrical-waste

Comms support
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Can’t see what
you're looking for?



Bespoke assets

WUMANS o
UTTLESFORD

S

»¢ bin the

m,

recycle your old
- electricals \\

Bag up your small electricals and
place them on top of your bin on

your usual collection day. F 1

Visit uttlesford.gov.uk/electricals
to find out more.

-
l recycle
O
electricals

www.materialfocus.org.uk
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You wiiiill
recycle your
cables

%

Got old or broken
cables cluttering
up your home?

Join The Great
Cable Challenge!

Bag up your
old cables and
electricals

and drop them
off here for
recycling.

l recycle
HEE,
electricals




: Q_ search ® Partner Login
MATERIAL
FOCUS
Home  Aboutusv  Partnerwithusv  Resourcesv  Contact us

e Download our communications % :3* mi @

toolkit
o www.materialfocus.org.uk/ Communications %
resources toolkits N

[ J Contact us With an UeStiOnS or to with your work.
p = B
A\

let us know if you want to get
involved:
o hello@materialfocus.org.uk

www.materialfocus.org.uk


http://www.materialfocus.org.uk/%20resources

Thank you
for listening

Any questions?



GTERIAL
QOCUS

Material Focus is an independent,
not-for-profit organisation. We save
valuable, critical and finite materials from
going to waste by making it easier for
everyone across the UK to fix, donate and
recycle their electricals.

We lead the 'Recycle your electricals'
campaign.

©®000O000

facebook.com/recycleyourelectricals

@recycleyourelectricals

@recycleyourelectricals

hello@materialfocus.org.uk

LinkedIn.com/company/materialfocus

www.materialfocus.org.uk



