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The Population of 
Blackpool

• Compared with England, 

Census 2021



“Government policy is, 

increasingly, emphasising 

regional and local decision-

making. To be successful, 

this change must be 

underpinned by high quality 

and timely statistical 

information.”

“A frequent issue raised in 

the consultation with users 

was the need for timelier 

and more detailed statistics 

at a finer level of 

geographical 

disaggregation.”
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Subnational Data: A brief history

Allsopp 

Review

Bean 

Review

The GSS 

Subnational 

Data Strategy

Levelling Up 

White Paper

“the UK Government will 

transform its approach to 

data and evaluation to 

improve local decision-

making.”

“The strategy sets out three 

ambitions…more timely, 

granular and harmonised 

subnational statistics…build 

capability and 

capacity…improve the 

dissemination of subnational 

statistics”



Small Area Employment 
Statistics



Employment Rate: GB



Employment rate: 
North West



Small area Gross Value 
Added



Gross Value Added 
per hour worked: UK



Gross Value Added per 
hour worked: North 
West



Granular Local Statistics
We have produced lower-level geographic estimates for Gross 
Value Added; Gross Domestic Household Income and 
Household Final Consumption Expenditure

We have developed innovative methods for disaggregating 
which are not disclosive 

These flexible building blocks can be used to evaluate the local 
impact of initiatives

West Midlands Metro

Small Area Gross Value Added

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossvalueaddedgva/bulletins/smallareagrossvalueaddedestimatesuk/1998to2022#related-links


Housing



Snapshot of housing in 
Blackpool
• Private renting in Blackpool has increased by 5.7 

percentage points since 2011 - How life has changed in 

Blackpool

• Stanley Park and Great Marton has a house price to 

income ratio of 2.8 - Local Areas (MSOA) and Local 

Authority 

• Stanley Park and Great Marton has a median energy 

efficiency score of 62 - Energy Efficiency of Housing

• Blackpool has a higher number of short-term stays (Air B&B 

etc) compared to neighbouring areas - Short term lets 

through online collaborative economy platforms

• Rental prices in Blackpool remain below the GB average -  

Private rent and house prices

• Take a look at the housing prices and rents in your area - 

Housing prices and rents in your area 

Housing Statistics

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censusareachanges/E06000009/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censusareachanges/E06000009/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/articles/housingaffordabilityforlocalareasinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/bulletins/housingaffordabilityinenglandandwales/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/bulletins/housingaffordabilityinenglandandwales/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/articles/energyefficiencyofhousinginenglandandwales/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/bulletins/shorttermletsthroughonlinecollaborativeeconomyplatformsuk/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/bulletins/shorttermletsthroughonlinecollaborativeeconomyplatformsuk/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/bulletins/privaterentandhousepricesuk/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/housingpriceslocal/E06000009/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing


Educational outcomes



Blackpool 
retained a 
higher 
proportion of 
their 
graduates 
than moved 
elsewhere

Explore educational attainment in your local town

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/educationandchildcare/articles/whydochildrenandyoungpeopleinsmallertownsdobetteracademicallythanthoseinlargertowns/2023-07-25


Card Spending Data



Spending growth in Central Blackpool is similar to 
national average and has returned to pre-COVID level 

A qr code with black squares

Description automatically generated

Regional consumer card spending in the UK

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/articles/regionalconsumercardspendinguk/2019to2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/articles/regionalconsumercardspendinguk/2019to2023


Spending in Central Blackpool comes from across the UK

A qr code with black squares

Description automatically generated

Consumer card spending, flow of spending across the UK

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/articles/consumercardspendingflowofspendingacrosstheuk/2019to2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/articles/consumercardspendingflowofspendingacrosstheuk/2019to2023


Central Blackpool sees a larger spike in seasonal 
international tourism spend compared to neighbours

HX2

A qr code with black squares

Description automatically generated

International consumer card spending, 

UK and abroad

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/articles/internationalconsumercardspendingukandabroad/2019to2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/articles/internationalconsumercardspendingukandabroad/2019to2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/articles/internationalconsumercardspendingukandabroad/2019to2023


Our Services



Two New Subnational Statistics Services

Explore Local 

Statistics

ONS Local 

Service



Our digital 
dissemination 
service to find 
out more about 

local areas 
across the UK 

Launched in 
March 2024

Users can find, 
visualise, 

compare and 
download 

subnational data 
in one place

Contains 

70 indicators

Winner of 
the 2024 RSS 

Campion Award 
for Excellence in 
Official Statistics

Explore Local Statistics

Explore local statistics - ONS

https://explore-local-statistics.beta.ons.gov.uk/


Explore local statistics - ONS

Exploring the statistics in your local area

https://explore-local-statistics.beta.ons.gov.uk/


Explore local statistics - ONS

Exploring the statistics in your local area

Explore local 

statistics - 

ONS

https://explore-local-statistics.beta.ons.gov.uk/
https://explore-local-statistics.beta.ons.gov.uk/
https://explore-local-statistics.beta.ons.gov.uk/
https://explore-local-statistics.beta.ons.gov.uk/


ons.local@ons.gov.uk

What is ONS Local?
Analytical

Providing analytical advice, supporting analytical projects, and collecting user 
priorities to inform ONS’s analytical plans

Data

Supporting users to navigate the subnational data landscape, access data 
platforms, and connecting to expert advice at ONS

Network

Hosting regular events based on analytical themes, sharing knowledge, presence 
within existing networks, and using our political/analytical knowledge to facilitate 
evidence-based decision making

Strategic 

Using our unique position within central government to understand, identify, and 
align priorities for both local and central decision makers, alongside capturing 
user needs

Building Capability

Supporting, informing, and advising local colleagues on opportunities across the 
three pillars, with the aim of continuously developing the offer



Emerging user needs and what’s on the horizon? 
Priority data gaps that ONS Local have identified through regional engagements.

Economic Growth

Labour Market

Health

Trade and Investment

Housing

Environment

EducationChild Poverty

Productivity



Contact: LDI.evaluation@ons.gov.uk

Tell us your views on our local statistics and services

Our evaluation team are interviewing 

stakeholders between October and 

December 2024.

To sign up to be considered for a 30-

minute interview please submit your 

details here: 

https://forms.office.com/e/eMD5f15R0u 

or scan the QR code

mailto:LDI.evaluation@ons.gov.uk
https://forms.office.com/e/eMD5f15R0u


Understanding the gaps in your area


	Introduction
	Slide 1: Statistical insight into local government in the UK

	Context
	Slide 2: The Population of Blackpool
	Slide 3: Subnational Data: A brief history

	Data
	Slide 4: Small Area Employment Statistics
	Slide 5: Employment Rate: GB
	Slide 6: Employment rate: North West
	Slide 7: Small area Gross Value Added
	Slide 8: Gross Value Added per hour worked: UK
	Slide 9: Gross Value Added per hour worked: North West
	Slide 10: Granular Local Statistics
	Slide 11: Housing
	Slide 12: Snapshot of housing in Blackpool
	Slide 13: Educational outcomes
	Slide 14: Blackpool retained a higher proportion of their graduates than moved elsewhere
	Slide 15: Card Spending Data
	Slide 16: Spending growth in Central Blackpool is similar to national average and has returned to pre-COVID level 
	Slide 17: Spending in Central Blackpool comes from across the UK
	Slide 18: Central Blackpool sees a larger spike in seasonal international tourism spend compared to neighbours

	Services
	Slide 19: Our Services
	Slide 20: Two New Subnational Statistics Services
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: What is ONS Local?
	Slide 25: Emerging user needs and what’s on the horizon? 
	Slide 26: Tell us your views on our local statistics and services

	Discussion / Questions
	Slide 27: Understanding the gaps in your area


