


Council-owned solar farm survey

47
responses

17
Operational 
solar farms

100%
Recommend 

investing

APSE Energy conducted a survey to understand the 
experience of local authorities that have invested in 
or are planning to invest in a council-owned solar 
farm



Key findings from the survey

100% of authorities that have invested in a council-
owned solar farm think that the project has been 
worthwhile. 

14 out of 17 have plans to own and operate more 
solar farms.

Common reasons include:
• Financial returns and long-term income streams
• Carbon reduction, supporting progress towards 

net zero targets
• Showcasing climate action & leadership 



Utility use and management survey

52
responses

82%
Believe they 
need more 

control

All 
authorities 

are at a 
different 

stage of the 
journey

Energy and water management should be high on the 
list of priorities for all councils, APSE Energy 
conducted a survey to better understand the levels of 
control that authority’s have over energy usage.



Levels of control over energy and water consumption

• 51 responses received

• Vast majority rate their level of 
control at 5 or below

 
• Authorities should have an 

effective plan in place to control 
energy and water consumption

• 82% of respondents stated that 
they need more control over 
consumption



Builiding Management Systems

• More encouraging out look, with 
the most common response being 
81-100%

• However, the range of different 
responses show no common 
approach across local authorities

• We encourage the use of BMS, but 
there needs to be the skills in place 
to update and monitor it



Energy audits and how APSE Energy can help 

• A significant number of 
respondents stated that under 
40% buildings have had a 
detailed energy audit conducted 
in the past 3 years



APSE Energy approach to energy audits

• Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning - assess HVAC plant, distribution systems and 
controls to identify efficiencies. May mean replacing aging plant with low/zero carbon 
technologies, upgrading control strategies and installing variable speed drives on pumps 
and fans;

• Lighting - record each luminaire type, operating hours/control systems and recommend 
LED replacements and suitable controls, bespoke to each building and business use;

• Building fabric - surveying the makeup and condition of walls, roofs and glazing to 
determine the suitability for insulation, upgraded glazing and improving air tightness;

• Electrical equipment - providing a summary of on-site electrical equipment, power rating, 
condition and age and providing recommendations of replacement, upgrade or better 
control. This could be through simple measures and behaviour change such as turning 
equipment off when not in use



APSE Energy approach to energy audits

• Renewable technology - feasibility assessment for the suitability of different renewable 
technologies bespoke to each site. The assessment will only recommend technologies 
where there is a clear financial and carbon benefit. Renewable technologies can be 
expensive and it is important to specify systems that provide proportionate carbon and 
cost savings;

• Energy measurement and verification - requesting energy invoices, Half Hourly (HH) and 
Automatic Meter Reader (AMR) data to calculate the carbon baseline. We can request a 
signed Letter of Authority for permission for on-going data to be accessed directly from the 
supplier to track energy reduction measures and verify that savings have been achieved.





www.apse.org.uk
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