
A peek into the world of an

urban Countryside team 



Who are we?

ÅThe service was created in 1991 with the aim of improving the quality of the habitats 
in our District and educating residents with regards to the biodiversity value in their 
local area. Back then the service covered the formal parks and there were only two 
Nature Reserves.
ÅSince then we have become a stand alone service and currently cover 18 sites.

ÅThe team is made up of four staff members.
ÅMyself тAdam Hamilton. Biodiversity and Conservation officer

ÅAdam Wright and James Brookes тCountryside Sites officers

ÅCameron Adams тAssistant sites officer.



What do we do all day?

ÅEighteen sites
ÅApprox 275ha of land spread throughout the District of Wyre 

Forest
Å3 Sites of Special Interest, 8 Local Nature Reserves, 7 other areas 

managed for their biodiversity value.
ÅThese areas can be split roughly into  -



Lowland Heath



Wetland



Woodland



How do we do this with 3 
members of staff on the ground?

ÅWe have a dedicated team of volunteers.
ÅThey come along every Wednesday and Thursday to work 

alongside one of the team helping us install public infrastructure 
such as boardwalks and also carry out biodiversity improvements 
such as scrape creation.





Sustainable management since 1999

ÅIn 1999 we, in conjunction with English Nature, Worcestershire 
Wildlife Trust and a local farmer, set-up the Wyre Forest Grazing 
animal project.
ÅWe began with a handful of non-pedigree cattle that we moved 

around the districts important conservation areas. This enabled 
us to manage the vegetation, even on the marshy sites without 
totally relying on machinery. The cattle hooves also add structure 
to the turf, and their dung is a wonderful resource for many of the 
invertebrates found across the reserves.





ÅWe soon discovered that the cattle have a real taste for Himalayan 
balsam. This is now one of the cattle's primary tasks, controlling 
the invasive plant.



ÅWe are now grazing around 60 rare breed Shetland cattle, a 
handful of Belted Galloway and 45 Soay sheep. 





Impacts upon other landscapes

ÅIn more recent times the service has been having more of an input into 
other, more formal areas of open space.
ÅAdvising other services on biodiversity queries such as bat and badger 

mitigation.
ÅFootball pitches.
ÅLandfill sites.
ÅStourport Riverside Car park.





Cricket wicket to Meadow

Å§ŰĲШƖĲċũШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚШƚƣŸƖǃШƚƣċƖƣĲĬШƽőĲŰШƽĲШƽĲƖĲШћĬŸŰċƣĲĬќШċŰШƨŰƨƚĲĬШ
Cricket wickett adjacent to one of our wetlands. This had been 
unused for a few years as it often became water logged, so we 
were approached by our parks team to ask us if we were 
ŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣвòEÉ
ÅThe wicket was ripped out and annual grazing was introduced to 

replace the monthly mowing regime. Hundreds of native daffodil 
bulbs were planted and we took our first foray into green hay 
strewing.
ÅWe now have a stunning meadow and 2 new species of Orchid to 

the area.




