
Discussion session:  
Is illegal waste crime in England becoming an epidemic? 







Key Trends and Data (2025-2026):

•Scale of Crime: Roughly 20% of waste industry organisations in England are suspected of involvement in 

waste crime.

•Fly-tipping: Large-scale fly-tipping incidents increased by about 11%, with construction waste dumping rising 

8%.

•Environmental Damage: Major incidents like the Hoad’s Wood dump involved 30,000 tonnes of illegal waste, 

devastating local ecosystems.

•Economic Impact: The cost to the economy has risen by 55% from 2015 estimates to £1 billion per year.

•Enforcement: Despite closing 743 sites in 2024/25, 517 active illegal dumps remain. The House of Lords has 

criticized the EA for slow responses and insufficient convictions.
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