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House of Lords Waste Crime Enquiry



House of Lords response from EA

• “It is completely untrue that we prioritise compliance 
over non-compliance. That is a complete misreading 
of the situation.”





Response when reported

• 'Responsibility for fly tipping does not rest solely with the Environment Agency, 
rather it is led by the local authority with support provided by the EA where 
appropriate. Fly tipping in the area has no bearing on the requirement for XX to 
comply with the conditions of their permit(s).

• We are aware that you have raised this issue on several occasions previously and 
we have repeatedly clarified our position on this. We therefore do not intend to 
address this point in any further correspondence with you'.



Kidlington

• We were first notified about the site at the end of June. 

• We first visited the site on 2 July together with our council partners to corroborate reports and 
evidence. We immediately declared the site as a high risk illegal waste site and opened a criminal 
investigation

• We then began regular visits to the site and work to identify the landowner.

• Once the suspected landowner was identified, we issued a cease-and-desist letter on 31 July 
ordering them to stop all activity at the site and remove the waste.

• We then received notification of further tipping on 10 September, so immediately visited again 
the following day on 11 September and began the process of obtaining a restriction order and 
vehicle seizers to close the site and prevent any further activity. 

• A restriction order was then granted on 23 October.



Restriction Orders



Restriction Orders



When have they been used?

• letsrecycle did an EIR (FOI) and found 6 times between 2018 and 
2025

• Since October 2025, however, seen the power used at least 11 times 
(Kidlington, Isle of Sheppey, Yorkshire, Wigan and Essex) 



New ‘powers’/legislation

• Drones 

• More staff at the JUWC

• LGA calling for Sentencing Guidelines to be amended.

• Emma Reynolds told H of L EA needs police-style powers to 
inspect/seize…..

• And only has powers on ‘permitted sites’.



Not necessary…

• Not sure we need any more legislation

• EA has more powers than the police

• Sentencing guidelines give power for unlimited fines

• Josh Simons, MP, told by EA: ‘we can’t close sites when there is a 
criminal investigation ongoing.’   ???? 

• Need the legislation and powers we have to be properly implemented 
and enforced. 

• IMO…..



Environmental
Sentencing 
Guidelines
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