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Falkirk Council  

• Over 70,000 homes with 16,000 

Council owned 

 

• 4,000 Non-Traditional Council homes 

• 28 Non-Traditional Construction types 

 

• 4,000 properties Off-Gas network 

 

• 15,000 ‘fuel poor’ households (2009 

local house condition survey) 



Falkirk Council 



Why maximise energy funding? 

 

Housing Standards – SHQS 

 

Climate Change Act 

 

Fuel Poverty 

 

Stock Condition 

 
 

 

 

 



The Journey 

 

Corporate Plan 

 

Past and present funding regimes 

 

Energy Company Obligation (ECO) 

 

Home Energy Efficiency 

Programmes Scotland (HEEPS) 

 
 

 

 



Falkirk Council Corporate Plan 

Priorities: 

 

• Address Fuel Poverty 

 

• Tackle Disadvantage 

 

• Improve our Built Environment 

 

• Be Greener 



Energy Efficiency Funding Background  

Previous Funding Regimes 2002 – 2012 

 

• Energy Efficiency Commitment – EEC 
 

• Carbon Emission Reduction Target – CERT 
 

• Simple, straightforward and familiar 
 

• Easy to treat cavities and lofts were done 
 

 

 

• £3.2m secured during these regimes 

 

Funding Eligibility: 

70% of tenants on benefits  

30% of the above - most at risk of Fuel Poverty 

 

 



Present Funding Regime 

• Energy Company Obligation (ECO) - legal 

obligations on larger energy suppliers to 

deliver energy efficiency measures to 

domestic energy users (OFGEM) 

• Operates alongside Green Deal  

• Targets vulnerable consumers (people) and 

non-trad / hard-to-treat homes (properties) 

and disadvantaged areas (places) 

• Home Energy Efficiency Programmes 

Scotland (HEEPS) – Scottish Government 

fund for L.A’s & RSL’ to ‘lever in’ ECO 



ECO STRANDS 

 

                        60%      Property 
 

Carbon Emissions Reduction Obligation - CERO 

 

                    15%     Place 

 
 

Carbon Saving Community Obligation - CSCO 

 

                         25%      People 

 

 

Home Heating Cost Reduction Obligation - 

HHCRO 

 



WHO IS ELIGIBILE?  

Measures must be recommended by a 

Green Deal Advice Report (includes an 

Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) 

and occupancy assessment); or a 

chartered surveyor’s report 

 

•External Wall Insulation (funded by 

CERO) – an end U- Value of 0.3 W/m2K 

or less required for measure to qualify  

U-value is the rate of heat transmission 

through a material, measured in W/m2K 

 



WHO IS ELIGIBILE? Cont’d   

•CSCO – households must fall within 

areas/adjoining areas of low Income 

 

•HHCRO - Householder must be within 

the Affordable Warmth Group (AWG) or 

reside with such a member – receiving 

one of a combination of 

child/tax/pension credits, and or 

income related support 

 



ECO MEASURES TABLE 

• Measure type 

• Measure name 

• Eligibility under 

each of the three 

ECO obligations 

• In-use factor 

• Standard 

lifetime 

• Measure 

category 

 



ECO SHOCKS 

• Operate January 2013 – March 2015 

• 13th March 2013 - ECO Guidance for 

Suppliers released (160 pages) 

 

• 17th July 2013 – guidance updated 

 

• 13th October 2013 - supplementary 

guidance on hard-to-treat cavities 

 

• November 2013 - UK Government cut 

the ECO targets 



Changes to ECO  

• CERO target reduced by 33% 

• A minimum of 100,000 solid wall measures 

must be delivered by 2017 (according to 

DECC UK, 16,461 solid wall insulation 

measures were recorded in first 10 months) 

• More generous subsidy for loft, easy to treat 

cavities and District Heating if become 

primary measures under CERO in April 2015 

• CSCO extended from 15% to 25% of lowest 

areas of multiple deprivation 

• ECO extended to March 2017 @ 2015 targets 



ECO Installation Standards 

• Measures need to be installed in accordance 

with Publicly Available Specification(PAS) 

2030:2012 if referred to or in accordance 

with Building Regulations 

• Installers must be PAS certified and 

complete insulation measures in 

accordance with PAS 2030 

• Measures to be installed in adjoining areas 

of low income, must not exceed 25% of  

carbon savings of the low income area 

 



Funded Schemes 2013/14 

• Total Projected Cost: £9.22m 

• ECO:  £2.4m (down from £4.5m following 

target cuts; HEEPS: £2.13m; Landlord 

contribution £4.2m; Owner contributions 

£600k 

• Scottish Hydro Heating Replacement 

Scheme for private homes (158) 

• All tenure Cavity & Loft Insulation (120) 

• Falkirk Council mixed tenure estates – 

External Wall Insulation (432) 

• Paragon Housing Association External Wall 

Insulation & narrow cavities (359) 



Pre - ECO Projects 

 
       



ECO Projects 

Falkirk Council: External Wall Insulation 

  

•600 properties with varied non- traditional 

construction 

•Off-Gas Area 

•Driven by SHQS 

•Mixed Tenure residents 

•Grant funded with ECO and HEEPS 

•Building Maintenance Division along with 

other External Contractors 

 



ECO Projects contd 

 

 Paragon Housing Association: External 

Wall Insulation & Narrow Cavities 

 

•Driven by SHQS 

•Mixed tenure fuel poor areas 

•Effective partnership with Falkirk Council 

•Contractor secured ECO  

•Falkirk Council claimed and passed on 

HEEPS from Scottish Government 

•88% Owner uptake, contributions 

c£1k+VAT @5% 

 

•Saving 7.5 MtCO2  



Delivered ECO Projects 

 



Delivered ECO Projects 

 



Delivered ECO Projects 

 



Callendar Park High Flats 



Our Good Practice Guide 

• Secure executive commitment /sponsorship 

• Involve key internal partners from outset  

• Conduct a robust stock analysis 

• Promote off-gas areas & non-traditional 

stock  

• Efficient communication and reporting with 

all partners 

• Procure Chartered Surveyor Reports  

• Maximise internal resource for booking 

energy survey appointments 

• LA’s Building Maintenance Division should 

secure: 

I. PAS2030 accreditation 

II. SWIGA and CIGA membership 

 



Corporate Plan 

Priorities: 

 

• Address Fuel Poverty- over 1472 could be 

assisted 
 

• Tackle Disadvantage – Scottish Hydro 

Heating scheme protecting vulnerable 

groups from further fuel poverty 
 

• Improve our Infrastructure / Built 

Environment- High Rise flats are fit for 

purpose; External Wall Insulation has 

improved energy efficiency 

 

• Be Greener- 30 MtCO2  to be saved 

 



Any questions? 

Thanks for listening… 



Carole Glass 

Adekoyejo Olugbile 

Home Energy Strategy Officers 

 

(01324) 590807 / 590381 

 

carole.glass@falkirk.gov.uk 

adekoyejo.olugbile@falkirk.gov.uk 

Contact 


