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Research by 

Natural Resources Wales – Tree Cover in 

Wales Towns & Cities 2014
Urban Area Canopy Cover 2009 %

Brymbo 21.5%

Cefn Mawr 24.0%

Chirk 13.2%

Coedpoeth 6.6%

Gresford 23.5%

Gwersyllt 18.3%

Llay 24.7%

Rhosllanerchrugog / Penycae 15.7%

Rossett 17.1%

Ruabon 15.8%

Wrexham 13.3%

The urban tree canopy cover of the County Borough as a whole is average when 

compared to other Welsh towns. Some of the individual urban areas within the County 

Borough are well below the average of 17%. 





Highlights of the strategy

• increase in tree canopy cover in urban areas to 20% by 

2026

• Target areas of lowest tree cover for increase in tree 

planting.

• Review and improve tree protection process (TPO’s)

• Integrate tree strategy goals into new Local 

Development Plan.

• Encourage greater community engagement in the care 

of trees and improve their understanding of value of 

trees





Planting -The case for large 

trees
Large trees store proportionally more carbon than 

smaller trees, highlighting the importance that large trees 

have on mitigating against climate change by converting 

and storing carbon dioxide, the primary greenhouse gas 

responsible for climate change, as carbon.



Tree population resilience 

and diversity
• 42% of the tree population in urban areas is made up of 

3 Species (Sycamore, Common Hawthorn & Silver 

Birch).

• Risk that large proportion of tree stock could be lost due 

to pests, diseases and climate change.

• Authority needs to plant a wide range of tree species 

including non – native trees to future proof against risk 

by providing a diverse and resilient tree population. 

• Planning system used to ensure planting on new 

developments is consistent with this aim.



Trees & air quality

• The centre of Wrexham has some of the highest deaths 

caused by respiratory problems in Wales, with 111 

respiratory related deaths for every 100 0006 people 

(www.healthmapswales.wales.nhs.uk, 2010). This puts 

Wrexham in the top 20% of Welsh areas for respiratory 

related deaths. 







• Questions



Wrexham Town Centre
Site as existing

Site as proposed



Next steps & future challenges

• Monitor progress against action plans

• Adapt

?



Links & useful info

• www.wrexham.gov.uk/trees

• elton.watson@wrexham.gov.uk

• www.forestry.gov.uk/forestresearch

http://www.wrexham.gov.uk/trees
mailto:elton.watson@wrexham.gov.uk
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestresearch

