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The Leeds Team
Leeds City Council Armed Forces Leads
Cllr Jane Dowson –  Armed Forces Champion 
Cllr Tom Hinchcliffe – Chair of the Armed Forces 
Covenant Board
Cllr Asghar Khan – Armed Forces Equality Lead

Leeds City Council  Armed Forces Champions.
Cllr Billy Flynn – Conservative Group Armed Forces 
Champion                        
Cllr Simon Brown – Morley Borough Independent Group 
Armed Forces Champion

Leeds City Council lead Officers
John Ebo - Armed Forces lead officer
David Hornsby – Armed Forces support officer
Emma McGrath – Armed Forces covenant support officer
Helen Taylor – Leeds Armed Forces Day and Armed 
Forces Festival Lead

Leeds City Council Officers Working Group 



Armed Forces Portfolio 

 

Leeds Armed Forces Festival

Armed Forces Day/Festival
 
Remembrance Sunday

Bligney Sunday

Ceremonial Events

Veteran Breakfasts

Military Families in LCC

 

Armed Forces Covenant 
Duty and Commitment

Recognition, Support & 
Remembrance 



Engaging with Local & National 



Pride in our GOLD achievement



VETERAN SUPPORT & ORGANSATION
• Covenant Board -  Leeds Leadership and Outcomes

• Strong membership across region

• Shared learning with Yorkshire local Authorities 

• Veteran lived experiences and story to direct activity

• "Dwayne's story – Walking with the wounded national campaign"

• Fighting with Pride



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & 
AWARENESS







INAUGURAL LEEDS ARMED FORCES FESTIVAL

A month-long extravaganza of 
themed activities, shows, talks, 
and exhibitions, culminating in 
the traditional city centre-based 
Armed Forces Day event on 
Sunday, 30 June.



SUCCESSES



DWAYNE's success story in Leeds anchors National Campaign



YORKSHIRE MILITARY BUSINES EXPO 
Supported By Leeds City Council



Leeds Armed Forces Annual Briefing 



• Improving awareness with our frontline services 

• Delivering consistent training on service delivery across a 
large cohort of staff (14,000) of which 6000 frontline

• Secure funding for bespoke support activities

• ERS PRINCIPLES 
Commitment (good) 
Integration (work in progress) 
Impact (work in progress)
Engagement (good)

CHALLENGES



• Op Valour – Extended Covenant Duty

• West Yorkshire as part of Op Valour set up and role of Leeds 

• West Yorkshire Combined Authority collaboration with new 
Armed Forces Champion

NEXT STEPS  - LOOKING FORWARD
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