
 

 The Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) has 
announced a £1 million fund for the development of pocket parks and the 
refurbishment of areas within existing parks. 

 The funding is available to community organisations partnering with their 

local authorities to develop new or improved parks and greenspaces. 

 It is expected the community organisation will prove a need for such 

spaces in their area and be responsible for creating and managing the new 

development in the future. 

 Key criteria have been developed as part of the bidding process to enable 

government to evaluate the community submission. 

 The timescale for submission, evaluation and spend is very short - 25th 

January 2019 to 31st March 2019. 

 Concerns are raised by APSE about the sustainability of such spaces, the 

value of the grant in its ability to make any real impact and the timescale 

involved. 

 A final comment is the concern over the possibility of local authorities 

having to take on these sites if community management struggles, at a 

time when parks and wider greenspace budgets are consistently being 

reduced. 
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/761602/Pocket_Parks_Plus_Application_Form.docx
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/761602/Pocket_Parks_Plus_Application_Form.docx
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/761603/Pocket_Parks_Plus_Prospectus.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/761603/Pocket_Parks_Plus_Prospectus.pdf



