
Biodiversity Net Gain
It’s coming soon – What you need to know…

Timothy David Crawshaw MRTPI FRSA

Immediate Past President RTPI

Chair of the Tees Valley Nature Partnership



The Basics

• National policy sets out that planning should provide biodiversity net 
gains where possible. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
Paragraphs 170(d), 174(b) and 175(d) refer to this policy requirement 
and the Natural Environment Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) 
provides further explanation on how this should be done. Delivering 
net gain is also referred to in the National Infrastructure Commission's 
Design Principles, National Policy Statements and the National design 
guide.

• In November 2023 10% BNG will be a Planning Condition for new 
development



The Basics

• Minimum 10% gain required calculated using Biodiversity Metric & 
approval of net gain plan

• Habitat secured for at least 30 years via obligations/ conservation covenant

• Habitat can be delivered on-site, off-site or via statutory biodiversity credits

• There will be a national register for net gain delivery sites

• The mitigation hierarchy still applies of avoidance, mitigation and 
compensation for biodiversity loss

• Will also apply to Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs)

• Does not apply to marine development

• Does not change existing legal environmental and wildlife protections



The Biodiversity Metric

• The Biodiversity Metric (2023) in now version 4.0

• The metric can be used to inform and improve planning, design, land 
management and decision-making. The metric uses habitats and 
‘biodiversity units’ as a proxy to describe biodiversity. These 
biodiversity units are the ‘currency’ of the metric. There are three 
types of biodiversity units, which are calculated in three separate 
‘modules’ of the metric (area units, hedgerow units and watercourse 
units).

• Losses and deterioration of irreplaceable or very high distinctiveness 
habitat cannot be accounted for through this metric.



The Biodiversity Metric



So What Does it Look Like

Source: Natural England



The Mitigation Hierarchy



Going Deeper



Offsetting



For Local Planning Authorities

Planning Authorities (LPA) can:
• Develop approaches to embed BNG in local planning policy and decision-

making and consider how BNG fits in with wider corporate priorities. Doing 
this now will help make sure LPAs are ready for mandatory requirements 
and that BNG delivers a wide range of benefits for people and nature in 
their local area;

• Identify features and areas for habitat creation and enhancement within 
strategic plans and/or Local Nature Recovery Strategies. This will help 
target BNG delivery where it is most needed and where it can achieve ‘best 
bang for buck’; 

• Take a flexible approach to BNG delivery, including off-site options. Explore 
options for delivering net gain on both LPA owned and privately owned 
land, including via green and blue infrastructure features



The Process



Thinking about Local Nature Recovery 
Strategies

• Local Nature Recovery Strategies are a new, England-wide system of 
spatial strategies that will establish priorities and map proposals for 
specific actions to drive nature’s recovery and provide wider 
environmental benefits

• The area covered by each Local Nature Recovery Strategy will be set 
by the Defra Secretary of State, who will also appoint a “responsible 
authority” for each to lead its preparation. The Defra Secretary of 
State will also be able to produce regulations on the process for 
preparing, publishing, reviewing and republication of a Local Nature 
Recovery Strategy and guidance on what each Strategy should 
contain.

• Landscape scale opportunities for offsetting will form a part 



Securing Multiple Stacked Benefits



Ecosystems Services



Nature Based Solutions

• Tree planting, afforestation, woodland pasture 

• Carbon capture gardens

• Changes in farming practices and fallow land

• Natural flood management including re-wetting drained lowland 
areas

• Rain gardens, bioswales and SuDS

• Links to mitigation for Nutrient Neutrality



A New Aesthetic? 



Blended Financing

• Opportunities to deliver multiple benefits through:

• BNG Credits

• Internal carbon offsetting

• Environmental Land Management Schemes

• Nutrient Credits





Key Takeaways

• BNG is an opportunity to secure multiple stacked benefits for nature, 
people and the economy

• There are tools available to measure the BNG requirements for a 
given development

• The Local Nature Recovery Strategy is an opportunity to identify 
potential offsetting sites

• Blended funding and finance can help to deliver more and better 
quality habitats

• Nature is good for us and public access should be secured where 
possible
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