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The Basics

* National policy sets out that planning should provide biodiversity net
gains where possible. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
Paragraphs 170(d), 174(b) and 175(d) refer to this policy requirement
and the Natural Environment Planning Practice Guidance (PPG)
provides further explanation on how this should be done. Delivering
net gain is also referred to in the National Infrastructure Commission's

Design Principles, National Policy Statements and the National design
guide.

* In November 2023 10% BNG will be a Planning Condition for ng
development




The Basics

* Minimum 10% gain required calculated using Biodiversity Metric &
approval of net gain plan

* Habitat secured for at least 30 years via obligations/ conservation covenant
* Habitat can be delivered on-site, off-site or via statutory biodiversity credits
* There will be a national register for net gain delivery sites

* The mitigation hierarchy still applies of avoidance, mitigation and
compensation for biodiversity loss

* Will also apply to Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs

* Does not apply to marine development
* Does not change existing legal environmental and wildlife protectic



The Biodiversity Metric

* The Biodiversity Metric (2023) in now version 4.0

* The metric can be used to inform and improve planning, design, land
management and decision-making. The metric uses habitats and
‘biodiversity units’ as a proxy to describe biodiversity. These
biodiversity units are the ‘currency’ of the metric. There are three
types of biodiversity units, which are calculated in three separate
‘modules’ of the metric (area units, hedgerow units and watercourse
units).

* Losses and deterioration of irreplaceable or very high distincti
habitat cannot be accounted for through this metric.




The Biodiversity Metric

HABITAT SIZE
Calculating the value of .

habitats How large or small is the habitat?

BNG is measured using the

Biodiversity Metric. This tool should I o HABITAT CONDITION

be used by a comp?tent person., ?,B\_'gg‘_i How well is the habitat functioning, compared to
normally an ecologist. It uses

one in full working order?
changes in the extent and quality of 8

habitats as a proxy for nature and
compares the habitat found on a
site before and after development.
Four key factors underpin this
comparison: habitat size; condition;
distinctiveness; and location.

HABITAT DISTINCTIVENESS

Is the habitat of particular ecological importance?

STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE

Is the habitat a local priority or located in a priorit
area for habitat creation/enhancement?



So What Does it Look Like

Development often results in impacts on, and losses of, nature. By reinforcing and complementing the

mitigation hierarchy, mandatory BNG requires development to deliver more for nature; setting a
requirement to increase biodiversity by a minimum of 10% compared to the baseline. This means that

there will be more and better-quality places for wildlife to live and thrive and for people to enjoy.

ain Source: Natura




The Mitigation Hierarchy

Rehabilitation does not form part of the first two stages
of the mitigation hierarchy. These stages involve
considering options in project location, siting, scale, layout,
technology and phasing to avoid or minimise impacts on
biodiversity, associated ecosystem services, and people.

Minimise

Rehabilitate Most rehabilitation requirements are linked to the rehabilitation of
unavoidable impacts. Rehabilitation refers to measures provided to
return impacted areas to near-natural state or an agreed land use after
mine closure.

Rehabilitation may be included as part of an offset plan. Offset are measures to
compensate for the residual negative effects on biodiversity and ecosystems, afte
every effort has been made to minimise and then rehabilitate impacts.




Biodiversity Impact

Going Deeper

No Net Loss

Minimise Minimise

Minimise

Biodiversity
Net Gain

Minimise



Offsetting

ON-SITE OFF-SITE
(UNITS) (UNITS)

STATUTORY
CREDITS*

Delivered through habitat Delivered off-site through Delivered through large-
creation/enhancement via habitat scale habitat projects
landscaping/green creation/enhancement, delivering high value
infrastructure including via habitat banks, habitats which can also
with public and private provide long-term nature-
landowners based solutions

*Credits will be made available for purchase in the future.
They are intended for use only where BNG cannot be
delivered on-site or off-site via the market, as a last resort.



For Local Planning Authorities

Planning Authorities (LPA) can:

* Develop approaches to embed BNG in local planning policy and decision-
making and consider how BNG fits in with wider corporate priorities. Doing
this now will help make sure LPAs are ready for mandatory requirements
and that BNG delivers a wide range of benefits for people and nature in
their local area;

* |dentify features and areas for habitat creation and enhancement within
strategic plans and/or Local Nature Recoveg/ Strategies. This will help
target BNG delivery where it is most needed and where it can achieve ‘best
bang for buck’;

* Take a flexible approach to BNG delivery, including off-site options. [
options for delivering net gain on both LPA owned and privately o
land, including via green and blue infrastructure features




The biodiversity metric should be used early in
the design process to quantify and evaluate the
impacts of different design options, when there
is more scope to influence design changes to
achieve better ecological outcomes.
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Site selection &
pre-application

Calculate the
biodiversity unit value
of the site before
development, and the
proposed value after
development.

Follow the mitigation
hierarchy; select and
design a site that
avoids any negative
impacts on nature.
The biodiversity
metric can help with

this. If BNG cannot be
achieved on-site then
off-site opportunities
should be identified.

The Process

Legal

Biodiversity
gain securement
plan of BNG

Application & Pre-
commencement

Land used to deliver
BNG off-site will
need to be secured
for a minimum of 30
years.

Set out the strategy
for achieving BNG,
including information
not captured in the
biodiversity metric
such as species
factors, habitat
management plans
and how the net gains
will be managed and
maintained.

Addition of
land to

register

Land delivering BNG
off-site will need to
be formally
registered on the
Biodiversity. Gain §i

Register.

Management,
monitoring
and reporting

Commencement

Any land delivering
BNG will need to be
managed, monitored
and reported on for
the duration of the
net gain agreement.




Thinking about Local Nature Recovery
Strategies

» Local Nature Recovery Strategies are a new, England-wide system of
spatial strategies that will establish priorities and map proposals for
specific actions to drive nature’s recovery and provide wider
environmental benefits

* The area covered by each Local Nature Recovery Strategy will be set
by the Defra Secretary of State, who will also appoint a “responsible
authority” for each to lead its preparation. The Defra Secretary of
State will also be able to produce regulations on the process for
preparing, publishing, reviewing and republication of a Local Nature
Recovery Strategy and guidance on what each Strategy should
contain.

» Landscape scale opportunities for offsetting will form a part




Securing Multiple Stacked Benefits

NATURE

More, bigger, better and joined up habitats in which wildlife
can thrive

Credit: © Natural England/Martin Moss
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Contributing towards climate change mitigatid
and adaptation measures, and net zero targets,
through nature-based solutions

Promoting health and wellbeing by creating Increasing natural capital assets, providing green
opportunities for people to Connect with nature Iiobs and contributing to sustainable development
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Nature Based Solutions

* Tree planting, afforestation, woodland pasture
e Carbon capture gardens
* Changes in farming practices and fallow land

* Natural flood management including re-wetting drained lowland
areas

* Rain gardens, bioswales and SuDS
* Links to mitigation for Nutrient Neutrality




A New Aesthetic?




Blended Financing

* Opportunities to deliver multiple benefits through:

* BNG Credits

* Internal carbon offsetting

* Environmental Land Management Schemes
* Nutrient Credits
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Key Takeaways

* BNG is an opportunity to secure multiple stacked benefits for nature,
people and the economy

* There are tools available to measure the BNG requirements for a
given development

* The Local Nature Recovery Strategy is an opportunity to identify
potential offsetting sites

* Blended funding and finance can help to deliver more and better
qguality habitats

* Nature is good for us and public access should be secured whe
possible
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