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Community Municipal Investments

Supporting Local Authority Climate Action



Who we are
We offer commercial banking to organisations 

who help to create a better society.

Unity supports a range of sectors that 

deliver positive social, environmental 

or economic impact across the UK; 

from Trade Unions supporting their 

members, local councils helping to

improve the lives of local

communities, to charities delivering

vital services to people in need.

Unity is a regulated bank which 

means it is subject to all relevant 

laws and regulation.

Striving to provide excellent human 

and digital services to our customers 

we provide specialist sector 

knowledge and support that enables 

our customers to focus on their 

business and deliver social impact.
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Lending to 

deliver impact

Flexible, 

relationship-led 

banking supported 

by sector expertise 

which is data 

informed and people 

led

What we do Impact

Capital and services enable 

customers to achieve…

Environmental impact

Social impact

Economic impact

Enablers
What we do 

differently
Outcome

Our Values

Our People

Our Customers

The way we 
do things

Larger base of 

deposits from 

organisations within 

the social economy, 

enabling more 

directed lending to 

high-impact sectors

Achieving impact that 

advances the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals

Co-developed with

Customer 

loans

Customer 

deposits

Support our 

customers with great 

service and expertise

Our Purpose

More capital is distributed to…

• Organisations in the social economy

• Organisations creating jobs and supporting 

local economies

• Organisations addressing climate change

• Increased financial inclusion of social organisations 

facing barriers to banking services

• Increased volume of deposits by organisations

Generating evidence of delivering positive change 

in communities...proving that impact works

Our impact model
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Banking on Sustainability:
Unity’s 2045 Net Zero
Commitment

Our Net Zero commitment aligned to our double bottom line and 
supporting customers with a Just Transition to a low carbon economy

Target: A 95% reduction in tonnes

of CO2e* per FTE from 2024

baseline by 2035 with residual

emissions offset.

Unity will achieve Net Zero across

our own emissions by 2035.

Key loan book target: A 95% reduction in

Kg of CO2e per m2 of real estate from

2024 baseline by 2045 with residual

absolute emissions offset.

Unity will achieve Net Zero across

all emissions by 2045.

Residual emissions (e.g. the 5% leftover) will be ‘offset’ through carbon negative

assets in loan book and treasury meeting Unity’s risk appetite and double

bottom line.

*CO2e = carbon dioxide equivalent referring to a range of greenhouse gases which have climate warming effects equalised to the equivalent 
tonnes of carbon dioxide to create the same warming effect (e.g. methane, nitrous oxide etc.)
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Unity’s experience of Community Municipal Investments 
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Why Unity supports Community Municipal Lending

✓ Supports Local Authorities to bring forward local 

solutions to climate change. 

✓ Alignment with the UK Green Financing Framework 

providing assurance on green benefits. 

✓ Supports Local Authorities with democratisation of 

climate and affordable funding. 

✓ Aligned to Unity’s Net Zero strategy. 

✓ Pricing is clear based on < PWLB Certainty Rate and 

Abundance support and diligence.
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Questions

Joshua Meek

Joshua.meek@unity.co.uk 
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