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Southern Spinal Route

This figure does not factor the cost of the route for the leg north of the
Seafield Waste Water Treatment Works
igure does not factor the cest of the spinal route leading toward and
of the boundaries of the City of Edinburgh. The costings are limited up
to the T-junction and not beyond. East Lothian Council is undertaking a study
to determine the best route as well as investment potential for the spine within
East Lothian. Pipe routes are indicative only
*** Excludes lnvestment for zones 3, 6, 9 and 10 as they were out of scope,
Routes in other local authorities are purely illustrative and any and all decisions
here would rest with the respective‘local authority. All cost estimates on this
map are in relation to the spinal raute and exclude costs for primary/secondary
heat sources and zonal-level distribution networks.
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Regional Heat Network Vision
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Solution by 2031

+1,500 GWh/y
Total consumers: ~100,000

Largest heat network in the UK also
allowing for exporting heat to:
Edinburgh 350 GWh
Midlothian 350 GWh

Further possible heat production to connect

Future hydrogen - Waste to energy * Other?
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Feasibility

results

Heat price per unit
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B ELHN: Transmission heat price

B Benchmark: Kalundborg-
Copenhagen transmission line

ELHN: Distribution heat price

B Alternative heat price: Individual
Air Source Heat Pumps

Benchmark: Natural gas for
heating Edinburgh



Delivery

Priorities

“No heat is wasted, no home is cold”

Lothian Heat CIC established in October 2025
Partnerships agreed with East Lothian Council and City of
Edinburgh Council

Recruiting a Development Team

Prioritise heat network projects where heat is readily
available

Develop the business case for the regional supply and
transmission network

Work with Transition Finance Scotland to unlock
investment

Develop a Delivery Model that results in the cheapest
possible heat for residents



Critical Energy Infrastructure — by 2045
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