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About FTA

Non-profit making democratic 
organisation:

• Representation
• Information
• Training
• Auditing



O Licence Declaration



Legislation

E U Regulation 561/2006 For drivers 
under E U rules and Tachograph 
regulation. Replaced 3820/85 in 2007

Transport Act 1968 for drivers under 
British Domestic hours rules

If vehicle is over 3.5 tonnes GVW or 
has more than 8 pass seats, assume E 
U rules unless an exemption applies



Which rules apply?

Goods vehicle over 3.5t mpm
or

passenger vehicle with more than 9 seats?

Exempt EU rules?

Domestic rules EU rules

No Yes

Yes No



Summary of rules
Domestic EU

Rules Daily driving limit
Daily duty limit

Concessions apply

Daily driving limit
Daily rest
Weekly driving limit
Two-week driving limit 
Breaks from driving
Weekly rest

Records Log book
Exemptions apply

Tachograph



Refuse Collection

• 11/04/2007 561/2006 only exempts door-
to-door household refuse collection

• Post 04/07 original advice issued by DfT 
(30/04/07) “No mixed loads are 
permissable” 

• 07/12/2007 new advice from DfT 
contradicting earlier advice now saying 
that trade and domestic can be mixed



Minibuses

• 11/04/2007 3820/85 replaced by 561/2006
• All minibuses exempt under previous 

rules.
• Now only “non commercial carriage” of 

passengers  exempt
• 19/03/2007 DfT defined non commercial 

as not incidental to a profit. Therefore 
permit drivers are exempt.



Other  Concessions

• Highway Maintenance
• Tools of the trade
• Sewage/water services
• Mobile project vehicles (libraries)
• Grounds/parks undertakings
• Recovery vehicles
• Driver training
• Fitters/Vehicle deliverers



Domestic Hours Review

• Dft to consider if there is a case for 
changes (Aug 08)

• Will examine:-
• Road Safety, working conditions, fair 

competition, regulatory burden.
Will review existing research, other E U 
states rules and will invite comment 
from other stakeholders.
Expect review/consultation during 2009  



Specific driver fatigue rules

Domestic EU
Drivers 
Hours 
Rules

Daily driving limit
Daily duty limit

Daily driving limit
Daily rest
Weekly driving limit
Two-week driving limit 
Breaks from driving
Weekly rest

Working 
Time

Average weekly working 
limit (opt out)
Adequate rest
Health assessments for 
night workers

Average weekly working limit 
(no opt out) & weekly cap
Breaks from work
Health assessments and 
working limit for night work



Working Time directive
Road transport rules Flexibilities

48hr average week Extend reference period*
Set reference period*
Definition of working time
Additional holidays

60hr max week

10hr max night work Can be varied*

Breaks from work Can split into 15mins periods

EU daily and weekly rest New for crew – but only on EU 
days/weeks

* By collective or workforce agreement only



Review of Working Time

• DfT reviewed RTD in 2008
• Review resulted in no change 
• E U continues to examine possible end 

of opt out from main directive.
• U K is opposed to any change



Key EU hours rules obligations

Employers Employees
EU 
Drivers 
Hours 
Rules

Proper instruction
Organise work
No payments to encourage 
breaches
Regular checks
Ensure drivers comply
Keep records

Properly record hours
Comply with rules

RTR 
Working 
Time

Notify of rules
Ask about other work
Ensure compliance
Keep records

Notify of other work



For  More information

• FTA Members Advice Centre
• 0870 605 0000

• Members Services (if not a member)
• 08717 112222

• Website www.fta.co.uk
• E Mail info@fta.co.uk

http://www.fta.co.uk/�
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